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SACHEL  owned  "by  Lincoln 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  SATCHEL 

NOW  OWNED  BY  TACOMA  MAN 


Memento  of  Days  of  the  Douglas 
Debates  a  Gift  to  Father 
of  F.  G.  Rem  ami 

  |<ji>1 

TACOMA,  l"cb.  S.—  (Special. )—  The 
|  satchel  carried  by  Abraham  Lincoln 
(.luring;  the  Douglas  debates  ami  when 
riding  to  ;uul  from  his  circuit  court 
practice,  is  now  owned  by  Frederick 
G.  Kcmann,  of  this  city,  and  has  been 
by  him  temporarily  turned  over 'to  the 
Ferry  museum.  The  satchel,  or,  more 
fitly,  valise,  is  eighteen  inches  long  by 
one  foot  Itlgll  and  nine  inches  wide, 
and  weighs  twelve  pounds.  The  un- 
usual weight  is  due  to  the  way  it  is 
made,  as  it  consists  of  a  heavy  wooden 
box  coveredwilh  lealherand  re-enforcetl 
with  iron  girders  that  are  securely  fas- 
tened by  heavy  brass-studded  tacks. 

AVhilc  the  valise   bears  the  look  of 


age,  yet  Curator  unstrap,  of  the  mu- 
seum, says  it'  taken  care  of  it  will  last 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  Reman n,  who  came  here  recent- 
ly from  Springfield.  111.,  got  tbe  va-  1 
Use  from  his  father,  Who  secured  it  , 
directly  from  Mr.  Lincoln.  The  Re- 
manns  lived  across  the  street  at 
Spring  field  from  Mr.  Lincoln's  house. 
After  Lincoln  was  elected  president, 
one  day  when  he  was  preparing  to  go 
to  Washington  he  picked  up  the  va- 
lise ami  stuffing  a  lot  of  documents 
and  papers  In  it.  which  he  thought 
would  be  of  interest  to  the  elder  Re-, 
mann,  lie  walked  across  the  street  and 
gave  the  valise  and  contents  to  Re- 
man u  as  a  keepsake  and  memorial  of 
their  friendship. 

The  valise  has  remained  at  the  old 
homestead  ever  since  until  Curator  Gil- 
strap  a  few  weeks  ago  learned  of  Its 
existence  and  begged  Mr.  He  mann  to 
send  for  it  and  place  it  In  the  museum. 


PEOPLED  ^itir  cvc 

,more  than  fifty  yea^""1^  ^  Lincoln 
bating  tour  in  imno)    &°,.?n  hls  de- 
,  A.  Douglas.    I    ,  7's.ff  l>  Stephen 
two  and  covered  wit^L^  b,ox  sP"t  in 
leather,  with  thin  ^  bKlack  c°whide 
studded  with  IarL  I on  bands  thickly 
'  buttons.    Tne  v«^l  headed  like 
Reman  familv.^S  Hvin *™  to  th° 
street  ft0m  the  Lin  coin  ^  ? &  /  Cr°Ss  the 
by  Mrs.  Lincoln  when  ?  in  S,prln^eld, 
*  -n^ton  to^^S^j^gr 


Fremont  family  prizes  trunk 
once  owned  by  'Abe'  Lincoln^ 


FREMONT,  Neb.— A  valued 
possession  in  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  L.  C.  Gaines  of  Fre- 
mont is  a  little  trunk,  once 
owned  by  Abraham  Lincoln. 
The  trunk,  30x15  inches  in  size, 
was  handed  down  to  his  son  by 
Rev.  Abram  Clay  Gaines  of 
New  Salem,  HI. 

Born  in  1814  at  Hopkinsville, 
Ky.,  Mr.  Gaines  went  to  Illinois 
and  settled  on  a  half  section  of 
land  near  Spring-field  in  1825. 
Part  of  the  city  of  Springfield 
now  stands  on  the  old  Gaines 
homestead.  Later  he  took  a  tim- 
ber claim  near  New  Salem.  He 
knew  Abraham  Lincoln  when 
Lincoln  clerked  in  a  hotel  there. 
The  two  men  had  their  Sunday 
trousers  made  by  a  tailoress  in 
New  Salem,  cut  from  the  same 
bolt  of  material.  Lincoln  was 
about  27  years  of  age  when  he 
worked  in  New  Salem,'  and  Mr. 
Gaines,  then  a  teacher,  was  five 
years  younger.  Many  of  the 
books  Abraham  Lincoln  read 
were  borrowed  from  the  Gaines 
library  at  New  Salem. 

It  is  believed  Lincoln  carried 
all  his  earthly  possessions  to 
New  Salem  in  this  little  trunk, 
which  he  traded  to  Rev.  Abram 
Clay  Gaines  in  1833  for  a  larger 
one  to  take  to  Springfield  when 
he  entered  law  practice.  The 


trunk  is  made  of  what  appears 
to  be  poplar  wood.  It  is  covered' 
with  cowhide,  much  of  the  red 
hair  still  clining  to  the  leather. 
The  locks,  handles  and  metal 
reinforcements  are  all  of  hand 
wrought  hardware.  To  add  to 
the  authentic  aspect  of  the 
trunk,  it  has  been  papered  and 
re-papered  inside  with  old  news- 
papers, some  dated  back  as  far 
as  1831.  The  papers,  published 
in  Albany  and  New  York,  list  a 
scheduled  stage  coach  line  from 
Boston  to  Concord.  Painted  on 
the  bottom  in  black  characters 
in  a  scrawling  script  are  the  ini- 
tials, "C.  G.,"  which  presumably 
stand  for  "Clay  Gaines,"  and 
the  name,  "Lincoln." 

Another  cherished  possession 
in  the  Gaines  home  is  an  old 
book  of  information  given  to 
Mrs.  Hannah  D.  Matthes, 
grandmother  of  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Gaines,  in  1845  by  her  son, 
Schuyler  Colfax,  vice  president 
of  the  United  States  in  the  first 
administration  of  Ulysses  S. 
Grant.  Colfax  was  an  uncle  of 
Mrs.  Gaines.  The  book  has  been 
in  her  family  for  many  years 
and  was  recently  given  to  Eu- 
gene Oetting,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  O.  Oetting,  now  of  Sa- 
lina.  The  fly  leaf  carries  the 
signature  of  Schuyler  Colfax. 


i 


Copyright,  1932 
By  D.  B.  Dillehunt 


Dr  Louis  A  Warren  -  Lincoln  Natl  Life  -  Ft  Wayne 


5-28-32 


Lissen,  Bill — 


387  East  Long  St., 

Columbus,  Ohio 


We  hold  what  purports  to  be  an  interesting  relic  - 

An  elderly  gentleman  brought  it  in  this  week  and  asked  us  to  find 
a  buyer  - 

Says  that  in  1851  Mr  Lincoln  bought  himself  a  new  grip  and  thereupon 
presented  THIS  ONE  to  his  father  who  was  at  that  time  baggage  master 
for  the  Illinois  Central  in  Springfield  -  that  he  inherited  it  when 
his  father  passed  out  about  1907-08  - 

It  is  a  double  compartment  black  leather  case,  unlined,  built  on  a 
crude  flat-rib  iron  frame  (frame  built  outside  of  the  leather)  and 
has  a  divider  (all  tan  leather  leaf)  hinged  at  bottom  of  the  case, 
thus  affording  two  spacious  compartments,  on  which  there  is  a  large 
leather  pocket  tand  flap)  canvas -lined  -  that  is,  the  leather  pocket 
is  on  a  solid  leather  leaf  or  divider  - 

Inside  the  pocket  appears  (seemingly  written  with  indelible  pencil)  the 
following  crudely  spelled  words:    "Aberham  Linkion,  Springfield,  111., 
1850  -  (signed,  as  nearly  as  we  can  interpret  it)  "Lame  Colige." 
The  word  "President"  also  appears  before  "Aberham  Linkion."  We  don't 
place  much  stress  on  the  writing. 

The  center  lock  is  of  brass,  with  the  regulation  push-button  latch 
arrangement,  and  on  either  side  are  brass  slide  catches.  The  lock 
arrangements  would  seem  to  be  more  modern  than  1850-51,  but  it  is 
possible  that  they  had  been  developed  prior  to  that  period. 

We  have  only  the  old  gentleman's  word  for  it,  but  he  would  appear 
to  be  reliable  -  also  have  his  address.  Claims  that  he  and  his  father 
helped  construct  the  Wabash,  that  both  became  wealthy,  and  bfcth  lost 
their  fortune  in  the  Indiana  Gas  boom  of  the  90' s. 

The  case  (grip,  satchel  or  whatever  they  called  it  in  1850-51)  is 
worn,  and  corners  broken  through  a  little,  but  interior  of  grip  is 
good.  I  was  busy  with  customers  when  he  called  and  left  it,  and  will 
get  more  of  his  history  when  he  calls  back  next  week  -  also  that  of  the 
case* 

Surprising  as  it  may  seem,  the  Latches  WORK, 


DB-D 


D  B  DILLEHUNT 
BUCKEYE  BOOKS 
36  EAST  MAIN 
COLUMBUS  OHIO 


LEATHER  CASE  -  suooosed  to  have  "been  in  the  pos.  oi  lin. 


May  31,  1952 


Mr,  D.  B.  Dillehun* 
Buckeye  Books 
36  ™ast  Main  Street 
Colusbus,  Ohio 

My  deer  Mr.  Dillehunt* 

Tour  good  friend  with  the  black  leather  case 
wMch  he  feels  was  at  one  time  In  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Line  In  way  have  a  genuine  curio,  but  I  rather  doubt  it. 
There-    Hr-e  so  many  of  these  alleged  Lincoln  relict  that 
one  haa  to  be  skeptical  about  anything.  If  he  is  not  to 
be  taken  In  by  roaTiy  who  are  sincere  and  honest  in  believ- 
ing that  they  have  something  associated  with  the  presld  at. 

I  think  first  of  all  %  woulri  get  the  wan«* 
father's  name  and  write  to  the    Wabash  Railroad  inqurlng 
"   If  such  a  man  was  at  any  time  Baggage  Master  at  Springfield. 
Evidently  the  Springfield  papers  would  bawe  written  up  the 
article  many  times,  it  seems  to  me,  if  they  had  known  about 
it.       Ticking  yon  for  celling  it  to  our  attention,  we 
are 

Respectfully  y.^nrs. 


IAWtTB 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


PRESIDENTIAL  LETTERS 
By  John  M.  Taylor  * 

THE  LINCOLN-GRIMSLEY  TRUNK 


From  time  to  time  one  encounters  a  "non-auto- 
graph" which  nevertheless  holds  particular  interest 
for  persons  interested  in  manuscripts.  Such  an  item 
is  a  cowhide-covered  wooden  trunk,  which  at  one  time  stored 
a  treasure  in  Lincolniana  and  which  subsequently  has  passed 
through  the  hands  of  several  generations  of  Lincoln  scholars. 

The  narrative  might  best  be  picked  up  from  Carl  Sandburg's 
narrative  of  the  Oliver  R.  Barrett  archive,  Lincoln  Collector. 
Concerning  Lincoln's  closing  of  his  home  in  Springfield  in 
1861,  Sandburg  noted  that  there  were  certain  papers  which 
Lincoln  wanted  to  preserve.  These  he  turned  over  to  a  cousin 
of  Mrs.  Lincoln,  Elizabeth  Todd  Grimsley,  placing  them  in  an 
old  trunk.  Mrs.  Grimsley  subsequently  recalled  Lincoln's  de- 
scribing the  papers  as  his  "literary  bureau"  —  a  term  then 
applied  to  the  propaganda  outlets  set  up  by  the  supporters  of 
prominent  politicians.  Lincoln  apparently  indicated  that  he 
would  leave  the  trunk  in  her  charge,  and  that  if  he  should  not 
return  to  Springfield  she  might  dispose  of  the  contents  as  she 
saw  fit. 

Another  version  of  this  conversation  is  to  be  found  in  Jesse 
Weik,  The  Real  Lincoln.  The  author  quotes  Dr.  Samuel  Melvin 
of  Springfield,  who  happened  to  be  visiting  Mrs.  Grimsley's 
father,  as  to  what  transpired.  According  to  Dr.  Melvin,  Mr. 
Lincoln  came  in  with  a  sachel  and  a  trunk,  describing  the 
contents  as  his  "literary  bureau."  Lincoln  remained  for  15  or 
20  minutes,  conversing  mainly  about  his  trip  to  Washington 
the  following  week,  and  mentioning  that  his  family  was  to 
follow  a  few  days  after  he  left  Springfield.  As  Lincoln  was 
about  to  take  his  leave,  he  gave  Mrs.  Grimsley  his  carte  blanche 
concerning  the  trunk  and  its  contents  —  a  mandate  which  she 
was  to  follow  all  too  literally.  As  Carl  Sandburg  tells  it, 

After  the  death  of  President  Lincoln,  Mrs.  Grimsley  would  occasion- 
ally mention  to  friends   the  carpetbag  of  manuscripts,   the  "literary 


*  John  Taylor,  our  regular  editor  is  a  frequent  contributor  to  magazines  on  the  subject 
of  collecting. 
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bureau"  of  writings.  She  would  hear  a  request  or  a  hint  from  one  who 
would  prize  very  dearly  a  paper  that  held  handwriting  of  Lincoln.  At 
least  five  times  Mrs.  Grimsley  handed  over  a  Lincoln  manuscript  to 
another  person.  Then  came  the  sorry  day  when  she  still  had  the  carpet- 
bag but  it  was  empty  of  Lincoln  writings. 1 

Over  the  years,  Oliver  Barrett  was  able  to  track  down  five 
of  the  missing  manuscripts  —  papers  which  included  the  text 
of  Lincoln's  lecture  on  Discoveries  and  Inventions,  and  two 
memoranda  noting  Lincoln's  reflections  on  slavery.  But  what 
of  the  trunk  itself? 

In  1929,  it  was  sold  by  a  dealer  in  Lincolniana,  H.  E.  Barker, 
to  a  collector.  In  the  course  of  authenticating  the  trunk,  Mr. 
Barker  noted  that  he  had  first  heard  of  it  from  Mrs.  Grimsley's 
son.  Barker's  provenance  noted  that  "For  more  than  fifty  years 
it  was  a  familiar  object  in  the  Grimsley  home,  being  known  to 
all  the  family  as  Mrs.  Lincoln's  trunk."  Subsequently  it  passed 
through  the  hands  of  four  prominent  Lincoln  collectors:  Wil- 
liam H.  Townsend,  Justin  G.  Turner,  Nathaniel  E.  Stein,  and 
most  recently,  Dr.  John  Latimer. 

Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  aspect  of  the  saga  of  the 
Lineoln-Grimsley  trunk  is  not  that  it  has  passed  through  the 
hands  of  respectful  collectors  over  the  decades,  but  that  so 
many  of  the  autographs  which  Mrs.  Grimsley  distributed  so 
capriciously  have  been  located  and  preserved. 

The  author  would  like  to  express  his  appreciation  to  Mr.  Justin  Turner 
for  the  background  information  on  the  Lineoln-Grimsley  trunk  which 
made  this  article  possible. 

1  Sandburg  erroneously  referred  to  the  trunk  as  a  "carpetbag",  which  it  is  not. 


Autmirajjh  Qrnlrr 


1231    SUNSET   LANE.    P.    O.    BOX   35.    LA   MARQUE.   TEXAS  77568 


ESTABLISHED   IN  1937 


Autographs  and  Manuscripts  in  every  field  of  collecting  bought 
and  sold.  Free  monthly  price  lists  issued  of  material  for  sale. 
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Manuscripts 


SADDLE  BAG 


;OLN  S  SADDLE-BAGS 


1 


